Texas Gulf Coast Ceramics Society
March 2004 Newsletter

Gare: Gare has announced a moderate price
increase on all fired color products, including
glazes and underglazes, effective March 1st,
2004. This price increase does not affect non
fired color products.

Mayco : New colors with texture Stuccos.
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Stuccos are a new unique textured glaze in the
same colors as the pottery coats but with a
texture similar to concrete.

Here’s a new flyer from Mayco featuring the
stuccos on some of their mold pieces.

Check with Jerry at E&H Ceramics to get some
of these glazes.

BE SAFE

Just a quick reminder copied from the Mayco
Colors website. This is something to think about.

“Important safety information

This section of our web-site contains
information which is important to all who
work with ceramic products. Please read
each page thoroughly and contact
Mayco's Technical Service Department if
you have questions or comments. You
may reach the Technical Service
Department directly by calling 614-675-
2031 or contact us by e-mail.

Quality Standards

Ceramics is one of the most rewarding
and enjoyable of all hobbies, and one of
the safest, if some simple common-sense
precautions are taken. Countless ceramic
pieces have been produced without any
health or safety problems, but ceramists,
as well as those in virtually every activity,
must take some responsibility for safe
practices. Our Health and Safety Bulletin
is written for that purpose. In addition to
this bulletin, we urge you to read other
health and safety information, and to talk
to your dealer, distributor or certified
ceramics teacher about the safe use of
ceramic products.

Ceramic hobby glazes are manufactured
with a variety of raw materials. Most are
mined and extracted from the ground.
Some of these materials can be classified
as toxic and if misused, can be
dangerous. The key to safe use of all art
materials starts with education and
training. Mayco Colors strongly urges you
to take classes and attend certification
programs before undertaking this hobby.
Contact your Mayco distributor for
information on seminars in your area.”



mailto:technical@maycocolors.com
http://www.maycocolors.com/safety/guidelines/hsguidelines.html

This is a hobby for a lot of us and we are
encouraging people to get involved in the art
form of ceramics and fired art. It's always
important to think about the safety aspects
in order to provide more pleasure from the
hobby. When in doubt about a product or
technique, please check with your local shop
owner or contact one of the members of
Texas Gulf Coast Ceramics Society.

Remember if you have web access to check

out our web page at
www.houstonceramics.com. The new
guestion and answer section is available for
any aspect of the hobby including pouring,
painting, firing, throwing, slab building, or
just plain experimenting. When in doubt,
ask. | bet one of the members of the society
have at least tried it.

Our local show is in Pasadena at the Fairgrounds
(Campbell Hall) this year on September 10 and
11. That’s not really that far off, so the show
staff has started working in high gear. We have
spaces available for booths and ad space
available in the brochure. Please contact one of
the show staff for more information.

Show Staff :

Chairperson : Julie Pourteau (409) 316-1711
Assistant : Kelly Culver (281) 534-3325
Advertising : Margie Adams (832) 689-2791
Competition : Pat Ramsay (281) 705-6011
Brochure : Christine Bertsch (832) 385-8389
Booths : Jan Smith (281) 850-8776

We are working to provide new and exciting
things at the 2004 show including new make and
takes sessions, techniques and products, some
old and new friends, and lots of fun.

The theme is Swamps, Marshes and Bayous. We
are going to have a children’s coloring contest
and a copy of the page is included in this
newsletter. The preliminary plan is to have to age
categories 1-8 and 9 and up with a grand prize

for the most interesting name and best picture for
each category.

Don’t forget the hours for entry of competition
pieces has changed this year. We will be taking
the entry pieces on the Wednesday before the
show until 7pm. This will give us time to get the
pieces displayed to their best advantage before
the judging on Thursday.

Count the little ones around you and call Kelly
(281) 534-3325 with a count of how many copies
of the coloring contest pages you need and we’ll
send them out in plenty of time before the show.
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New Releases from Doc Holliday

Doc Holliday is starting a new dragon series
called the “Life of Dragon”. The first one is now
available
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Another new release from Doc Holliday are
these Bible Boxes.


http://www.houstonceramics.com/

Think about pre-ordering any Doc Holliday mold
for delivery at the Houston show. You can
contact Gene Brennan at Brennan’s Pride
Enterprizes for more information about these or
an Doc Holliday mold.

(281) 585-8888
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Creative Paradise has been busy with some new

mold designs. This is a preview of some molds

to appear on their next flyer.
i

Check with Jerry at E&H to see when these will
be available. I’m sure Jerry would be happy to
pre-order any Creative Paradise mold for the
Houston show.

(713) 921-2045

Gloria of Busy Bee Ceramics has this nice
display case for sale. If you are interested, please
contact her at (281) 289-1046. She’s asking $50
for the case.
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LOCAL CLASSES

Susie Peschke 281 395-4197 has committed to
teach more classes this year. Check with her for a
schedule of classes.

Brennan'’s Pride Enterprizes has several classes
coming up. Elza Reidel, Connie Beals , Susie
Peschke and David Hoff just to name a few will be
teaching at Brennan’s. Check with Gene at (281)
585-8888 for times and more information.

Blanca Bustamonte of Garden Road Ceramics has a
special teacher for primitive clay tiles. She has done
some very impressive work. Call Blanca for more
information. (281) 485-1510

A mold making class if being discussed at Cactus
Bend Ceramics. Call Kelly if you might be interested
in attending. (281) 534-3325

If you know of any other classes coming up, please
contact Kelly at Cactus Bend Ceramics so we can get
the information in the next newsletter.
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New idea from Boothe molds — Pot above the
garden :

How To:

Supplies:

1- 4 foot 1/2” diameter wooden dowel rod

1- 12" or smaller 1/4” wooden dowel rod

Drill

Boothe Molds:

B1306 Blossom Baubles ( medium and small )
B1699 Flower Pot

B1744 Flower Pot Saucer

Greenware Adapting:

1- Cut stem from small bauble and place a 5/8" hole
in

the bottom. ( 2 holes directly opposite each other)
2- Drill 5/8”" hole in the bottom of the Saucer and the
Flower Pot.

After all the ware has been decorated, glazed and
fired

proceed with the following assembly.

1. Mark the 1/2” dowel rod 20 inches from one end.
2. Drill a 1/4” hole directly through the rod at your
mark

point.

3. Cut a 2 inch piece of the 1/4” dowel rod and insert
it

into the hole you have just drilled.

4. Thread the small bauble over the 20” end of the
dowel

rod.

5. Repeat with the saucer, flower pot, and top with
the

medium bauble.

6. Stake in the garden about 12 inches deep to keep
your

“above the garden planter” steady through out the
growing

season.
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GARE — New Colors
8 New Non-Toxic Fun Strokes & 4 Bumpy
Doodles!
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FS-2383 FS-2388 FS2389 FS2384 FS2386
Mellow Peach Sammy Pinkie Pail
Yellow Fuzz Salmon Winkie Blue
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FS2387 FS2382  FS2385

Pool Tahiti Sweet
Party Teal Pea
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BD2508 BD2509
Bumpy Bumpy
Sky Orange
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BD2510 BD2511
Bumpy Bumpy
Lime Grape

Check with Jerry at E&H to see if she has these new

fun strokes and bumpy doodles in stock yet.

Clay Magic has introduced some new molds with
kitties. Here is an example of one.

Our next meeting is April 5, 2004 at Mt. Olive
Lutheran Church.

The nominating committee will be appointed at
this meeting to recruit members to run for
officers at the June elections. Should be a very
important meeting for members to attend.

Margie Adams will be demonstrating how to
wire a lamp.

Please come join us. Bring some of your pieces
for show and tell.

The meeting starts at 7pm with refreshments
being served by one of the members.
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