
Greeting from the Society newsletter 
crew!

The show is getting closer and closer 
(September 5th and 6th) and we need to 
touch base on a few items concerning 
“Holiday in the Park”.

If you are friends with any vendors, call 
them and ask them to join us in the 
show. Some booth spaces are still 
available. If they cannot attend the show 
and have a booth, maybe they would like 
an ad in the show brochure. Call Julie 
Pourteau at (409) 316-1711 or email her 
at Julie@playtimeceramics.com for 
copies of the brochure ad application. 
The deadlines are approaching quickly.

For those of you who might want a 
booth to sell ceramic related items, dolls, 
etc…. call Jan Smith at 281-531-9009 or 
281-850-8776 to reserve your space. 
Come join us in the fun.

The show is coming together and we 
want to hit all the deadlines for 
competition piece entry, ad and booth 
application and payments so we can all 
have a great show.

Contact Pat Ramsay for all questions 
about the competition. She can be 
reached at ptandle@pdq.net or through 
Cactus Bend Ceramics. She can help you 
with any questions. Entry for the 
competition pieces will be taken on 
Wednesday from 9:00am to 7:00pm 
only. 

Here are some of the entries from 
the Dallas and Alexandria shows.  
Just to help get your creative juices 
flowing. 

Dallas 2003

Alexandria 2003

A small tip about entries  ----  have your 
list of pieces and what category you 
want them in when you come to
Campbell Hall. It cuts down on time
when you fill out the paperwork. We 
only have a certain amount of time to be 
in the building on entry day. Entry day is 
Wednesday September 3, 2003. Please 
contact Pat if you have any questions.
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Shop owners : Be sure to collect all entry 
fees from your people so you can pay for 
them on Wednesday. Also, keep your 
boxes handy to collect the pieces on 
Saturday. Better yet, have your people 
come get their own piece. That way they 
will get to join us for the awards 
ceremony, the raffle drawing, and pick 
up their piece.

Don’t lose your part of the entry ticket, 
so there won’t be any problem with 
picking up the right pieces. It can get 
hectic at the close of the show when 
everyone is trying to pick up entry 
pieces, pack up the booths, etc.

One more item about the show. We are 
asking for donations for the door prizes. 
Hopefully we will have a full 
compliment of prizes. These do not need 
to be ceramic related items. Last year we 
had coupons for oil changes, gift 
certificates for restaurants, bath and 
shower sets, etc. If you would like to 
donate a prize, please contact a society 
member or call Kelly at Cactus Bend 
Ceramics.

REMEMBER the RAFFLE – We are 
selling chances on a set of Kala Brushes 
in a round turntable type brush holder. 
Only $1 for a chance to win a very nice 
prize.

Ruth at the Dallas 2003 Show

Raffle tickets and show entry tickets are 
available now. Contact your local shop 
to get yours early. If your shop owner 
doesn’t have tickets available yet, check 
out our society’s web page 
www.houstonceramics.org.  Save money 
by buying presale tickets and get in to 
the show quickly.

MOLD, MOLD WHOSE GOT 
THE MOLD

Thanks to you all for helping us find 
the huge pigs. Two different shops 
have the molds. Robin at Mary Lous 
and Cindy at Backyard Ceramics 
both have the molds. Contact either 
if you would like greenware or 
bisque.

We have more than one request for 
molds this issue.  

Robin of Mary Lou’s is looking for 
large military wall plaques. She 
particularly needs one for the 
Marines but in interested in all 
branches of the Armed Forces. 
Please contact a society member or 
call Robin at her shop (281) 479-
9496 if you can locate or have these 
items. Thanks for your help.

Blanca of Garden Road Ceramics is 
looking for a smaller version of the 
huge turtle planter. The huge one 
stand on all fours and barely fits in 
an extra large kiln. Blanca has the 
huge one and is looking for smaller 
sizes. She heard that there are 3 
sizes of this same piece. Contact 
Blanca and Garden Road Ceramics 
(281) 485-1570



Cindy at Backyard Ceramics in 
Baytown is looking for the molds by 
Atlantic #1528 and #1508 of the 
traditional Mr. and Mrs. Santa’s. 
Mrs. Santa is sitting in a chair 
knitting and Santa is standing and 
winking. Please contact Cindy 
Cornick at Backyard Ceramics if you 
have the molds available for sale.

Classes

Gare’s Brush N Up scheduled 
August 16,2003 at Brennen’s Pride 
Enterprizes will be taught by 
Courtney Frantz. For more 
information contact Gene Thorten-
Brennan (281) 388-0161.

Courtney is also teaching a 
Dandelion Class at Katy Country. 

Please contact Linda Gilpin at Katy 
Country Ceramics (281) 391-9555 

for more information.

Dandelion Seminar
Saturday, July 26th

@
Katy Country Ceramics

This will be a piping class based on a 
Jeanette McCall design.

We had a very positive report on the 
David Hoff airbrushing class held at 
Brennan’s Pride Enterprizes last 
month. Cindy and Susan said the 
David Hoff is a very talented teacher 
and the class was great.

If you have taken any classes 
recently and have feedback or know 
of any upcoming classes, please 

contact Kelly Culver at Cactus Bend 
Ceramics (281) 534-3325.

General Information
We have the official word from John 
at M&T Ceramics that the business 
is for sale. He has 7000 + molds, 5 
kilns, pouring tables, etc.  He would 
like to sell all at once preferably. The 
shop has Lakeland, Doc Holiday and 
many other mold company’s molds. 
$15,000 is the asking price. Please 
contact John at (281) 280-0175 or 
(281) 330-4156.

STORE CLOSING
We have received word that KNT 
Ceramics currently located at 3418 
West Rochelle, Irving, Tx 75062 is 
having a big sale on Greenware, 
Bisque, Paints, Molds and Supplies. 
They are planning to move to 
Corsicana after January, 2004.  
Please call Nelda Brayden at (972)
252-7714 for more information.

Tips from Duncan E-Friends Newsletter

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
From: Jean in Reading Berkshire UK
I have started to paint Christmas 
decorations, but what I have found that
when I spray them my hand is covered 
with gloss spray and I have to sit and 
hold them until they dry. Now I put the 
decorations on a knitting needle, and 
spray my decoration. I stand the knitting 
needle in a tall jar and leave the 
ornament to dry. You'll get no-finger 
marks on your decoration and no gloss 
spray on your fingers. This can only be 
done if the ornament is hollow inside, I 



hang snowflakes on a knitting needle, 
put two tall blocks of wood under each 
end, and balance it, and they just hang 
out to dry.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
From: Mavis in Bristol, England
If you want to use a design several times 
on a project, photocopy the design 
directly onto clay carbon. Then use the 
carbon to transfer the design onto 
bisque, saving valuable time.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
From: Carol in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada
I have a tip for white French 
Dimensions(tm). Sometimes when you 
fire a piece, you find hairline stress 
cracks in them. Or you might find very
fine hairline cracks in greenware. Instead 
of trying to put slip in the fine crack 
(which usually makes a mess!), fire them 
first. Then after the firing, I use white 
French Dimensions to fill in the crack 
(the bottle has a nice fine tip to get into 
hard to reach areas). Then with a brush 
wet with water, smooth out the French
Dimensions. Also since it is a fired
product you can use it on pieces that you 
are going to glaze; just fix with French 
Dimensions and let dry then you can put 
your glaze over it.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
If you are not familiar with the 
Duncan e-friends, go to Duncan’s 
web site to sign up. Interesting 
projects and if they publish your tip, 
you get a prize.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
We received this pre release flyer 
from Creative Paradise. Could not 
help but include it in the newsletter. 
It’s time to start thinking about 

Christmas projects, and Abomnable 
has to be the cutest. 

Pricing is retail for the mold. I’m sure 
once these are released, Jerry at 
E&H Ceramics will have them 
available (molds, greenware, etc.) 

Other findings on the Web :

This plate (Carmos Aboriginal 
Lizard) came from a website of a 
ceramic shop in Australia. 



Color Wheel from Eggszacly 
Ceramics using Hobby Colorobbia 
products
. 
This shows off their new Reds and 
Oranges.  Laquer Red, Fire Red, 
Mandarian Orange and Orange.  
Has anyone tried these colors and 
have feedback?

Be sure to join us at the next 
meeting. August  4, 2003 at Mt. Olive 
Lutheran Church on Scarsdale. This 
meeting will be mostly discussion 
about the upcoming show, please 
come and share your opinion. Bring 
a friend.

We are looking for a few good 
volunteers to present at upcoming 
meetings. Please bring your pieces 
and share your talent.

These are some of the pieces that have 
been brought in the past.

The gazing ball in the back with the 
butterfly is a carving and slip trailing 
combination. Very busy and loud.

The eagle boxes are done with a 
technique we call bark. This technique 
was taught by Sharon of Kinzie at the 
Dallas show two years ago. Very easy to 
do but messy. 

The cork (Little Brown Jugs) is a 
technique that Kelly Culver (Cactus 
Bend Ceramics) found in a very old 
ceramics magazine. Lots of fun to do 
and easy. 

And last but not least, the snake skin 
technique. A special slip type product 
and lace make this a very unique finish. 
This came from the Booth web site and 
lots of experimentation by the Cactus 
Bend crew.   Of course we could not 
leave well enough alone and had to 
experiment with various company’s 
products. 

We came up with some very different 
pieces and not all of them should be 
shown off.  But then again some of them 
are spectacular.



The sun face is a technique that uses 
crazed glaze and halo gold to create a 
very different mosaic look. This is one 
that should be easy to do if we can get 
the glaze to craze and also be a nice 
orange color.  This will probably be a 
demonstration at one of the meetings 
after the show. It’s still a work in 
progress.
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Check out the web page for new 
information. There are a lot of great 
pictures of competition pieces and past 
shows.  Kudos to Glenn and Julie for 
keeping the web page updated and 
interesting.
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