
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COME JOIN US 

We have a new member – 
Cindy. She joined the 
society at the last meeting, 
February 3, 2003. She is 
the 6 th  new member in the 
last 6 months. Cindy is one 
of the newest elite (Robert 
Trevino, Jeanie Bell, Gene 
Thorton-Brennan, James 
Brennan, and Kathy Allen 
are the other newbies).  

If you would like to join our 
society, why not come to 
the next meeting. It will be 
held at the Golden Corral 
on March 3, 2003.  

NOTE: We are looking for a 
new meeting place, so 
please call one of the 
members to make sure of 
the meeting location in 
April. We will publish it in 
the newsletter. Or check 
the TGCCS website at 
www.houstonceramics.org  

Doc Holliday Molds is proud to 
announce the addition of 
Tampa Bay Mold Company to 
our mold line effective 
January 20, 2003. Full Color 
Catalog Available  

Crest Molds have 
added some 
General Molds to 
their mold line. 
Check them out 
at 
www.crestmolds.c
om 

Holiday in the Park  

We have a theme for this 
year’s show. “Holiday in the 
Park”. The show will be 
held at the Pasadena 
Fairgrounds in Campbell 
Hall.  The dates for the 
show are September 5 th 
and 6 th, Friday and 
Saturday. We’re looking 
forward to having a great 
show and your participation 
could make it that much 
better. Show information is 
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available on the website. 
www.houstonceramics.org  

 

FYI 

Busy B’s in Baytown area is 
selling her molds. Contact 
Helen Blythe for more 
information. 

 

Welcome to the Hood!!! 

We have a new shop 
opening! Gene Thorton-
Brennan has opened her 
shop in the Alvin-Manville 
area. It’s called Brennan’s 
Pride EnterpriZes, located 
22430 Hwy 6 – 3 miles 
south of 288 on Hwy 6. 
Look her up. 

 

Classes 
The following classes are coming up  

1. February 15, 2003       
Moorcroft-Style Gecko      
Katy Country taught by Susie 
Peschke  Call 281 391-9555 

2.  February 15, 2003      
Incising and Scraffito 
technique at                     
Cactus Bend Ceramics      
Call Kelly at 281 534-3325 for 
info 

3. February 16, 2003   Eyes, 
Faces, Etc. at Garden Road 
Ceramics taught by Gene 
Thorton-Brennan                
Call Blanca at 281 485-1570 
to sign up 

4. February 23, 2003   Fruit 
Design – One Strokes    
Teacher – Courtney Frantz     
Contact Jerry at E&H. 

 
5. March 1, 2003  Basket 

Weaving at Katy Country        
Teacher Courtney Frantz    
Call 281 391-9555 to sign up 

6. March ?, 2003  Date to be 
determined     Lusters and 
Over Glaze Metallics    
Garden Road Ceramics  Call 
Blanca 281 485-1570 for 
more information 

7. April 21-22  Lace Draping at 
Brennan’s Pride EnterpriZes 
taught by visiting teacher 
Connie Bailes  -  Call  Gene 
281 388-0161 for details. 

Ceramic Commandment 
#3 



Thou shalt not touch 
projects that do not 
belong to thee! 

LIKE IT OR SPIKE IT 

We tried the new product from 
Duncan’s Concept line of 
Flannels. The color chosen was 
Indigo Blues #CN643. The 
piece chosen was a small heart 
(plain with no detail). The 
product was applied on bisque 
(as directed), without clear 
glaze over it. It came out a 
satin-type finish with a slight 
speckled pattern. Haven’t tried 
clear glaze over it, or on a 
detailed piece – will let you 
know the outcome. As far as 
liking the flannel concept – the 
jury is still but.  Concepts 
themselves are an underglaze 
for bisque.  If you use 3 coats, 
you will get a shiny-glaze effect. 
One or two coasts will need 
clear glaze. 

First Show Meeting for 2003  

We had our first show committee 
on January 27,2003. (Thanks to 
Margie for letting us use her office 
for the meeting.) Many good 
decisions were made and ideas 
brought up to follow through.   

We have contacted Kala Brushes a 
brush package for the raffle instead 
of a kiln this year. Variety is the 

spice of life, so let’s try something 
different to spike people’s interest. 

We are contacting Hope Village 
and their ceramic department 
specifically as our charity to 
denote funds.  Anyone have 
information about them or have 
any suggestions for other worthy 
charities. 

We are putting ads in both magazines – 
Popular Ceramics and Fired Arts and 
Crafts – so look for the ads shortly.  We 
are also advertising the show at the 
upcoming West show and the Dallas 
show.  

If you have any ideas, suggestions or 
constructive criticism about making this 
year’s show a success, please contact any 
member of the society. 

 
FOR SALE 

Paragon Kiln w/ Manual 
Model T 
Kiln Sitter 
240 Volts 
About 10 years old – good shape 
22” deep X 18” wide 
Furniture goes with the purchase 
Contact Betty Bolmanskie 936 258-7887 
 
New On the Web : 

�x��Check out Ohio Ceramic 
Supply for their special 
February Sales 
www.ohioceramic.com  

�x��Made In Fire (Dona) has 
a couple of new flyers 
(#268 & 269) out. Leather 



Look, Angels, Seasonal 
and some new inserts. 

�x��Creative Paradise 
(Kimple) has several new 
releases. “Love Some 
Bunny” and “Have 
Adventure” 

�x��Gare has a new flyer. The 
dolphin is great. Who’s 
gong to be the first to 
make the birdbath???? 

�x��Alberta’s is back. They 
have 4 flyers featured on 
the Ohio Ceramic website 
of new flyers. Ornaments, 
Figurines, and Stuff. 

�x��Riverview has a flyer 
featured as well.  

If you don’t have access to the 
web, check with your local 
ceramic shop for copies of the 
flyers. 
 
TRY THIS – 
In the latest issue of Popular 
Ceramics (March 2003) in the  
“Slip us the Questions” section, 
someone asks about using 
glycerin. The article says 
glycerin can be added to slip to 
create a smooth and less brittle 
modeling clay. Also it can be 
added to underglazes for a 
smoother application, acting 
like an extender to the 
underglaze.  Debbie Suter, a 
customer at Cactus Bend has 
tried this method and gives it a 
thumbs up. Her pieces are 
turning out looking good. 

Thanks Deb for being the 
experimenter. 
 
CLASS REPORT : 
Cactus Bend recently hosted a 
class. Pat Ramsay was the 
guest teacher and showed us 
how to do a wipe back 
technique on greenware to 
create a raised design.  The 
technique involves using a 
product to protect the design 
and then using a damp sponge 
to wipe away the greenware 
around the design. Pat uses 
Duncan’s Hi-Gloss Sealer for 
the protective product.  All class 
pieces turned out spectacular. 
Thanks Pat for a great class.  
 
After class was complete, some 
of the students did some 
experimentation with other 
products to protect the pattern 
during the wipe back.  We 
found that most sealers will 
work, such as Modge Podge 
and Puzzle Saver. Elmer’s 
glue, however, is water based 
and water soluble, so it will 
dissolve as you do the wipe 
back.  
 
By the way, gloss sealers work 
better than matte. Gloss is 
easier to peel away once you’re 
done wiping away the  
greenware. Matte is more brittle 
and harder to get all the pieces 
removed.  Make sure to coat 



the design with a nice thick 
layer of the sealant. Don’t be 
afraid to use two coats. 
 
Interesting……… 
Joanne passed around some 
ceramics magazines at the last 
meeting. Julie got one and took 
it home. Glenn found and 
article he thought very 
interesting and called the 
author. After a nice visit, he got 
permission for us (the society) 
to publish the article on our 
webpage. Please check it out.  
The article is from the  “One 
Mans Opinion, The State of the 
Industry” section of the July 
2002 Fired Arts and Crafts.    
“Ceramics in the 21 st Century” 
by Joe Jones.  
“To survive and thrive, our 
industry, like all industries, must 
be in a continuous state of 
change” …..  “The fired arts 
industry of tomorrow must be 
upscale, appealing to the 
younger artists and upcoming 
baby boomers alike, home 
based, able to be blended with 
other crafts, simple enough to 
be performed at entry levels 
without a teacher and broad 
based enough to encourage 
increased knowledge and 
proficiency.” 
 
Sounds like a lot, but if you 
have a successful shop, you 
are already doing these things. 

Please read the article on our 
website. It’s well worth the time 
and it’s only a couple of pages.  
 

ADVERTISING 
Check out our TGCCS 
webpage information on 
vendors to be at this year’s 
show. 
If you are interested in free 
advertising, sign up for a booth 
and pay a modest deposit. ($25 
or more) Glenn is designing a 
web site for the businesses that 
pay at least a $25 deposit for 
booth space at the show. The 
web site advertising will run for 
one year. Contact Glenn or 
Julie for more information. The 
email address is on the 
webpage. 
 
Just a Note to End : 
We are looking for a new 
meeting place. The Golden 
Corral has been a great place, 
however, the noise levels seem 
to be increasing and most of us 
that spoke up at the last 
meeting ended up with sore 
throats from hollering to be 
heard.  
 
Several members are looking 
for a new, centrally located, 
quieter place.  Jan has 
graciously offered her place in 
the wilds of Katy, but that might 
be just a little far for most 
members and potential 



members. Thanks for the offer 
Jan. 
 
Any change in the meeting 
place will be posted in the next 
newsletter. We will be 
discussing this at the next 
meeting in March. The March 
meeting will be held at the 
Golden Corral as usual. 
 
See you there March 3.  We 
can all talk about Kelly since 
she will be on her way to 
Vegas.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 


